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ABSTRACT

The book is a documentary reconstruction, covering an early and relatively poorly researched
period in the history of world cinema. It is the result of in-depth, detailed and long-term
research. Through the skilful use of historical sources and the rich factual material found by
the author in periodical and specialized press, trading film catalogues, archival documents,
administrative protocols and memoirs, it follows (step by step) the path of the two British
cinematographers, Charles Noble and John Mackenzie, in Bulgaria during the period 1903—
1905; the fate of the short movies (“cinematograms”) they filmed, originally shown in
London (Alhambra Hall and The Club of the Royal Society of London for the Improvement
of Natural Knowledge), and subsequently in Western Europe, the United States and Bulgaria;
the press reviews (comments) for those films reflecting the attitude of society towards them...
Last but not least, the book reveals the symbiosis between the film production of the
developed Western European states and the film distribution in the Balkan countries, the
influence of British cinema industry on the later emergence and development of national film
production in East Europe.

Contents: In the early 20th century, the American film producer, Charles Urban (1867-1942),
who had founded his company in London, sent out two of his camera operators to the
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Balkans. The Englishman, Charles Rider Noble (1854—1914), recreated moments from the
uprising that had broken out in Macedonia (part of Turkey at that time) and filmed all over
Bulgaria; the Scot, John Mackenzie (1861-1944), travelled through Croatia, Montenegro,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania... Thus, thanks to the two Britons,
the first sequences of ,,living pictures” were filmed in the peninsula from 1903 to 1905. It is
this under-researched period, when the history of Balkan cinema started, that Peter Kardjilov,
D.Sc. has dealt with in his book. It has been examined in depth, diligently and in detail — in
the first volume alone more than 570 sources of information are cited (newspaper reports, film
catalogues, and archives)... In spite of that, the book is entertaining and is read in one go —
like a crime novel. The unique scientific work is intended for film historians, early cinema
researchers, film and TV archive experts, college and university lecturers and students. It is
for everyone, irrespective of their age, who loves the ,,Seventh Art” and adores the secrets its
early history still holds.

Notes: British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. A catalogue record for this book is
available from the British Library.
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PE3IOME

Kuurata mpencraBisiBa JOKyMEHTaTHa PEKOHCTPYKIIMS, OOXBalla paHEH U CPABHUTEIHO
cnabo u3caeaBaH Mepruo OT UCTOPHATA Ha KUHOTO. TS € TUIoa Ha 3aAbI00YEHH, IETalIHU U
JBJITOTOJUIIHY MpoyuBaHus. [locpeacTBOM yMeEnOTO M3MOA3BaHE HA UCTOPHUUECKUTE U3BOPHU
u Ooratusi (PaKTOJIOTHUECKH MaTepuaj, OTKPUTH OT aBTOPa B NMEPUOIUYHUS U CIIEIIUATTU3UPA-
HUS TeYaT, B peKiIaMHM (UIMOBH KaTajo3M, apXUBHU JOKYMEHTH U aJIMUHUCTPATUBHH MPO-
TOKOJIM, B MEMOApH U JIMYHA KOPECIIOHIEHIUS, N3IaHUETO MPOCIe/saBa (Kpadka Mo Kpaydka)
b1 Ha Yapnc HoO6bn u [xxon Makkensu B bbarapusi; cbadara Ha 3aCHETHTE OT TSAX KHHO-
KaJIpu, MOKa3aHW mbpBoHadayHO B JloHAOH (Tearwsp ,,AnmxamOpa” u kinyba Ha Kpanckoro
HAy4YHO JPYKECTBO), a clie]] ToBa U B 3anangHa Espona, [llatute u bbarapus; oT3uBute B me-
yaTa 3a Te3u GUIMH, OTpa3sBaIM OTHOIICHHUETO HA 00IMIECTBOTO KbM TiX... He Ha mocnenHo
MSICTO KHUTATa pa3kpuBa CUMOHMO3aTa MEXAY KHHOIMPOU3BOJICTBOTO HA PAa3BUTHUTE 3aIaTHO-
€BPOTEHCKH CTpaHU W (UIMOPA3NPOCTPAHEHUETO B OATKAHCKUTE IbpKaBU, BIUSHHUETO,
KOETO OpUTaHCKOTO KMHO OKa3Ba BHPXY MO-CETHEITHOTO BH3HUKBAHE U Pa3BUTHE HA U3TOYHO-
€BpOTEHCKUTE KHHEMATOTpaduH.

Coabpkanue: B Hauanoro Ha XX Bek amMepUKaHCKHUAT (uiIMOB mpoayieHT Yapic bpban,
YCTaHOBWJI KOMIaHUATa cu B JIOHZOH, M3Ipala ABaMa CBOM KMHOONEpAaTopu Ha bankanure.
AnrnuuanuabT Yapnc Paiigep HoObn mpuctura B bearapus, kpaero ycmnssa jaa pe-
KOHCTpYHpa MUroBe OoT MIIMHAEHCKOTO BbCTaHUe, n30yxHano B MakeqoHus (Torasa 4acT OT
OcMaHckaTa UMIepHs), BIOCIEACTBUE cHUMA U3 nsiata crpa”a. llornangenst >xon Mak-
KEeH3U TpekocsiBa XbpBarus, UepHna ropa, bocua n Xepuerosuna, Copousi, beiarapus u Pyms-
Hus... Taka, Onaromapenue Ha aBamara Opurtaniy, npe3 1903—1905 na momyoctpoBa GuBar
OCBIIIECTBEHH IIBPBUTE MOPEIUIN OT ,,)KUBH KapTHHU . THKMO TO3H CJ1ab0 MPOYYEH jJocera
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MEPHUOJ, B KOWTO 3aM0YBa UCTOPHATA HA OAIKAHCKOTO KWHO, € pa3riieflaH B KHUTATa Ha JI.H.
[Tersp Kbpmxunos. Pasriaenan e 3aap10049eHO, 100POCHBECTHO, MOAPOOHO — CaMO B ITbPBUS
TOM ca nuTupanu Hajg 570 uHGOPMAIMOHHH W3TOYHHIIM... HaydHHST TpyJ € mpeaHa3HaueH
3a KMHOWCTOPHIIM, U3CIEA0BAaTeIM HA MUHAJIOTO Ha PAHHOTO KHUHO, CHEIUAIMCTH BHB (UII-
MOBH U TEJIEBU3MOHHH apXUBH, IIPENOAABATEIIN B YHUBEPCUTETH U KOJICKH, CTYJICHTH U y4e-
HULM. Ts e 32 BCUUKHU, HE3aBUCUMO OT Bb3pacTTa UM, OOMYaIlK CEIMOTO U3KYCTBO M 3arajikKu-
T€, KOUTO HETOBOTO HAYaJio BCE OLIE KpHUE.



